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WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF VoRTCS CONNECT FOR 2018! 

Happy Easter from VoRTCS! 

 
    Image sourced from The Graphics Fairy 

VoRTCS would like to wish you all a Happy Easter break! 
 
Here are some Easter events on in the coming weeks that you and 
your tutoring families might be interested in. 

 North Brisbane Easter Festival 

 Salisbury Easter Egg Hunt 

 Easter Egg Hunt and Craft, Fairfield Library 

Thank you for your valuable contribution to VoRTCS, we really 
appreciate all your hard work and you make such a positive 
difference to the lives of our VoRTCS refugee families.  
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DID YOU KNOW??? 
We currently have: 

336 Active VoRTCS tutors 
619 VoRTCS refugees  
125 Active tutor groups 

We have 70 families on our waitlist so if you know anyone 
interested in volunteering, put them in touch with Sandy.   

As at March 2018 

https://www.familiesmagazine.com.au/event/north-brisbane-easter-festival-2018/2018-03-30/
https://www.familiesmagazine.com.au/event/salisbury-easter-egg-hunt/
https://www.familiesmagazine.com.au/event/easter-egg-hunt-craft-fairfield/
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VoRTCS Tutor Survey 
A gentle reminder that the mandatory VoRTCS Tutor Survey will be sent out on 1st May 2018 (this 
will cover the previous 6 months period from 1st November 2018 to 30th April 2018). The survey, 
conducted on Survey Monkey will be open for completion for a duration of one month and you 
are able to complete this survey either individually or as a team. VoRTCS greatly appreciate your 
time in completing this survey as this valuable information shows us what is working well, what 
can be improved, the successes and challenges you experience during your tutoring sessions and 
how your tutoring family is progressing.  
 

Harmony Art Collective Workshop 

    
Images from left to right: (L) Artist Fintan Magee facilitating The Harmony Art Collective Workshop. (R) Fintan 
Magee and the Mayor of Ipswich Andrew Antoniolli. 

 
VoRTCS was contacted by SBS staff who offered our refugee families some very exclusive places 
for VoRTCS Youth to participate in a free workshop: The Harmony Art Collective. The Harmony Art 
Collective is a national initiative between SBS, aMBUSH Gallery and the Department of Social 
Services. The project brings together migrant, refugee, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, and 
disadvantaged young people, who are aged between 15 and 25 years old. The participants 
created a collection of large scale murals expressing their unique stories, self-identity and cultural 
heritage, and explore harmony through art. This was all facilitated by famous urban street artist, 
Fintan Magee. One of our VoRTCS family youth, Justine Tosha, participated in this workshop. 
Justine had an amazing time at this workshop, learnt a lot and shared her personal stories. Well 
done Justine, we are so proud of you! 
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VoRTCS Digital Resource Library 
 

 

Image sourced from Kortext.com.  

Don’t forget to make the most of the VoRTCS Digitial Resource Library. You can access the 
library via http://refugeetutoring.org/resources/digital-resource-library/. The Digital Resource 
Library is a collection of PDF documents that can be used in your tutoring sessions. The 
resources support learning, reading, and writing English at a variety of learning stages. There is 
also a ‘Fun Stuff’ section with resources that can be used for games at the end of a tutoring 
session. All the resources have been created specifically for VoRTCS tutors, by VoRTCS tutors. 
Check out the collection we’ve started! We’re sure you’ll find something you can use in your 
tutoring sessions. You might even find something that will inspire the planning of a session! 

You can also contribute your own resources to the Digital Resource Library. If you have a 
resource you’ve created (must be original creations with original images where applicable) 
which you’d like to share with other VoRTCS tutors please send it to Program Coordinator, 
Sandy, at info.vortcs@svdp.qld.org.au. 
 
We look forward to seeing what you’ve created!  

https://www.kortext.com/how-can-we-make-the-most-of-our-digital-resources
http://refugeetutoring.org/resources/digital-resource-library/
mailto:info.vortcs@svdp.qld.org.au
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VoRTCS Good News Story  
 

 

We love to share good news stories with you. Previous VoRTCS Tutor & VoRTCS Committee 
Vice President, Kristina Murphy, shares her VoRTCS experience.  
 
“It’s always wonderful to see the progress and success of our families, but we can’t forget that 
the work we do also contributes to their achievements after they graduate from the VoRTCS 
program. This is a good news story with a bit of a difference.  

My VoRTCS family, originally from Burma, is no longer part of the VoRTCS program and 
graduated nearly two years ago. They had reached the stage where they no longer required 
our assistance – the family was involved in their local community, all the kids were doing well 
at school, dad had obtained his driver’s licence and mum was attending English class at TAFE.  

I imagine it would have been hard at first for the family after we stopped coming every week. 
I know it was hard for us as tutors as we had become so invested in the family. It was 
wonderful to see that they have continued to be active in the community and have become 
Australian citizens.  

At the end of last year, my former tutoring group had the honour and privilege of attending 
the family's citizenship ceremony. The ceremony was held at City Hall and was a wonderful 
event. It was such a special moment for the team and the family. I think they were very 
pleased that we were able to attend and celebrate with them. They were also very proud to 
introduce us to their friends!” 

This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families achieve 
their full potential. Please send in any of your good news stories, we would love to share 
them!  

 

 
— Kristina Murphy 
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Our VoRTCS Families 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

Chermside Inala 

Brendale Acacia Ridge 

Aspley Sunnybank Hills 

Stafford Heights Woodridge 

Zillmere Goodna 
 

EXISTING FAMILIES ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

Bracken Ridge Inala 

Brendale Acacia Ridge 

Wavell Heights Moorooka 

Lutwyche Upper Mt Gravatt 

Clayfield Kuraby 
 

Our VoRTCS families come from many different 
countries around the world – to the right is a list of 
the top 10 countries for new referrals on the waitlist 
(and represented on a map of the world below!) 

 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST 
(TOP 10 COUNTRIES) 

Country 
of Origin 

Ethiopia 

Somalia 

Myanmar 

Iraq 

Eritrea 

Syria 

Thailand 

Congo 

South Sudan 

 

 

Country Focus: Afghanistan 
Many of our families come from Afghanistan, so here are some interesting facts about Afghanistan:  

 

 

 Afghanistan, officially the Islamic Republic 

of Afghanistan is in South and Central Asia. 

It is surrounded by Pakistan, Iran, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and 

China. 

 The capital of Afghanistan is Kabul 

 Languages spoken include Pashto, Dari, 
Hazaragi, Uzbek, Turkmen, Balochi, 
Pashayi, Nuristani and Pamiri.   

 The population is 29.2 million  

 The majority of the Afghan population are 

Muslim with approximately 90% Sunni and 

7-15% 
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VoRTCS Library Update 

 

Our amazing volunteer VoRTCS Librarian, Rosemary Haworth, has compiled a list of reading 
materials which are suitable for beginner English learners.  

 The Everyday Living Series [published by QLD TAFE] is a collection of 15 low-level 

readers. Each topic-based reader contains very simple sentence structures accompanied 

by full colour photographs. Introduces daily vocabulary ideal for beginner English learners 

of all ages.  The 15 Topics include Clothes, Cooking, Family, Weather, Greetings and 

Shopping.  

 

 Sound English® series of readers meet the need to provide adults who are new to 

Australian English with suitable reading material. They have high quality, simple reading 

material that is of interest to adults, supporting learners as they learn the sounds used in 

Australian pronunciation, present spelling choices in a carefully structured, easy-to-follow 

manner. Each book includes detailed but simple tutor notes. In our library we have both 

preliminary and level 1 books.  

 The starting to read series is designed for beginner readers. The sequence of events in 
each reader is presented through full-colour illustrations and one or two sentences per 
page. Titles include Coffee Time, Moving House, New Hairstyle, Soccer Game and Soccer 
Club. 

                         

Check out our online catalogue http://vortcs.svdp.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/ to find the list of 
books in these series.  

Hint: In search boxes use search by SERIES and search for using series title 

 ****Remember you can reserve items for later collection. Just follow the link in the item 
dialogue box. You only need to enter your name and email details. You will receive an email 
acknowledging your reservation. [PLEASE NOTE that it may take a week or so to process your 
requests. It may take longer if the resource is already on loan as we will have to make 
arrangements for the resource to be returned. The reservations for a particular item will be 
processed in order of date of receipt of the request 

Many of these titles can also be sourced at your local libraries. 

 

 

http://vortcs.svdp.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/
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If you have any questions about the VoRTCS Newsletter or would like to include any information in 

future newsletters, please contact: 
Sandy Hang at Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au or Kristina Murphy at krissy025@hotmail.com 

Vinnies Education Program 
 
Vinnies Education are offering disadvantaged jobseekers from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised qualification in the Skills 
for Working in a Commercial Laboratory program. 

This program will help you develop the skills and confidence to work in a commercial laboratory 
in the food safety, construction, manufacturing, resources and environmental industry sectors. 

We will help you learn in a supportive training environment and on-the-job during two weeks of 
work experience with an industry employer! 

Eligibility:  
Unemployed or underemployed,  
resident of QLD and have the right  
to study and work in Australia 
 
Location: Wishart 
 
Course Start: late April 2018 
 
Duration: 12 weeks part time  
(3-4 days a week) 
 
Cost:  No cost to eligible applicants 
 
Contact:  
(07) 3010 1083 

education@svdpqld.org.au  
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