
  

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE SECOND ISSUE OF VoRTCS CONNECT FOR 2017! 
It’s been a very eventful couple of months for VoRTCS and its tutors! 

 
 

VoRTCS TUTOR SOCIAL EVENING 

On Thursday, 11 May a number of our wonderful tutors joined Sandy and 
members of the VoRTCS Committee to celebrate Volunteer Week at 
Mu’ooz Eritrean restaurant in West End. Mu’ooz is a not-for- profit social 
enterprise and restaurant, that provides employment and trainee-ships 
for African refugee women.  

We can safely say that the food and company on the night was 
wonderful!!  A big thank you to Saba (Mu’ooz founder) and her amazing 
team for making sure we didn’t leave until we had eaten as much delicious 
food as we could.  

Social events such as these very important to VoRTCS as it gives us a 
chance to catch up with you, our wonderful tutors and show our 
appreciation for all your effort, commitment and dedication to VoRTCS, 
your tutoring team and refugee family.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: VoRTCS Committee, VoRTCS Program Coordinator ς Sandy and 
VoRTCS Tutors join together for a delicious Eritrean banquet. 
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LUMINOUS LANTERN PARADE 

The VoRTCS/Vinnies team 
participated in MDA’s LUMINOUS 
Lantern Parade at South Bank on 
Friday, 9 June.  Attended by over 
15,000 people each year, the 
LUMINOUS Lantern Parade is 
Queensland’s largest event 
welcoming new Queenslanders, 
including refugees, international 
students, people seeking asylum and 
migrants. 

The parade features colourful lanterns 
held by representatives from 
government, council, community groups and 
the broader Brisbane community in 
celebration of our State’s wonderful cultural 
diversity.  

The VoRTCS/Vinnies team were 
very proud to be a part of such 
a wonderful event and had a 
fantastic evening!  

This year the VoRTCS/ Vinnies 
team carried the White 
Rabbit – which was a hit with 
the kids!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  



  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

year.   

 
 

To be eligible, you should: 

¶ Have a minimum of 6 months experience in tutoring a VoRTCS family 

¶ Have the ability to work well in a team 

¶ Have clear communication skills and a passion in presenting 
 

If this sounds like you, we would love to have you on the Training Team!  

For more information and to apply, please contact Jenny via email at jenharl62@hotmail.com. 

 

Driving School Opportunity 

We have an exciting opportunity to offer some of our  
refugees subsidised driving lessons (including car and  
instructor) through a grant made possible by the Broncos.   
If someone in your family meets the criteria, then please  
register their interest at info.vortcs@svdp.qld.org.au.  

Criteria: have a registered car or be in the process of saving for one and be able to 
contribute financially ($20) to each lesson. 

 

Key Dates for 2017 

Friday 30 June to Sunday 2 July – Vinnies Kids Camp 

Sunday 8 October – WELCOMEfest 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
There are: 

active VoRTCS tutors 

VoRTCS refugees

active tutor groups 
As at 14 June 2017 

CALL FOR VoRTCS TRAINERS FOR 2018 

Are you interested in being a VoRTCS Tutor 
Trainer?  

Jenny, our Training Team Leader, is seeking 
nominations from anyone interested in training our 
new intake of tutors at our VoRTCS Family Tutor 
Training & Information sessions which are held 
throughout next year. 

mailto:jenharl62@hotmail.com
mailto:info.vortcs@svdp.qld.org.au


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of our newly referred families have come from Syria, so here are some 
interesting facts about Syria: 

¶ Syria is also known as the Syrian Arab Republic 

¶ The capital and largest city is Damascus, nicknamed 

the ‘City of Jasmine’, and is one of the oldest  

continuously inhabited cities in the world 

¶ Is one of the founding members of the United Nations 

¶ The largest lake in Syria is Lake Assad which is man  

made 

¶ Is home to many diverse ethnic and religious groups 

¶ Unlike Australia, Syria is surrounded by other countries 

 – borders Lebanon and the Mediterranean Sea to the  

west, Turkey to the north, Iraq to the east, Jordan to the south and Israel to the south west 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

Brendale Annerley 

Zillmere Carina Heights 

Fitzgibbon Marsden 

Bracken Ridge Logan Central 

N/A Redbank Plains 
 

EXISTING FAMILIES ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

N/A 

Browns Plains 

Woodridge 

Marsden 

Inala 

Eight Mile Plains 
 

Our VoRTCS families come from many different 
countries around the world ς to the right is a list of 
the top 10 countries for new referrals on the waitlist 
(and represented on a map of the world below!) 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST 
(TOP 10 COUNTRIES) 

Country 
of Origin 

Iraq 

Iran 

Thailand 

Syria 

Myanmar 

Sierra Leone 

Eritrea 

Sri Lanka 

Somalia 

Bhutan 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News Story from a VoRTCS Tutor 

We love to share good news stories with you.  Peter Ayscough, VoRTCS Committee Vice 
President, shares his tutor team’s story about the progress of their VoRTCS family. 

“We started working with Khadijeh and her children: Masoumeh and Mostafa, in early 2014.  The 
family had arrived in Australia from Iran only about 6 months earlier and there was a lot for them to 
learn about life in their new country. 

Over the next three years the tutor team evolved and we all got to know each other well.  We’ve had 
some great times and a lot of laughs, especially at our terrible attempts to speak Farsi.  We’ve 
introduced variety to our tutor sessions with games, drawing, dining together on traditional Hazara 
food, and looking at the Christmas lights.  Khadijeh’s English has improved and the kids have been 
progressing well through school.  Mostafa started high school this year and is enjoying it.  We helped 
link him to his weekend soccer team and connected Masoumeh to some volunteer work experience. 

The family are much more “at home” in Australia now.  They have friends and a small support network 
that is helping them move confidently into the future.  Later this year they become eligible to apply for 
Australian Citizenship, and they are enthusiastic about this.  The VoRTCS journey has been very positive 
for all of us!” 

           

This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families achieve their 
full potential. Please send in any of your good news stories – we would love to share them! 

 



  

 

A message from the Library . . .  

Our library has a variety of reading material to assist new English learners develop their skills in 
reading including sets of readers designed especially for beginning adult English learners: 

× English for New Learners series 
These resources are suitable for a wide range of learners including those with minimal formal 
education and/or minimal literacy. Titles in this series of seven booklets include: Alphabet, 
Days, Months, Numbers, Colours, Money and Time. 

× Everyday Living Series (14 titles) [published by QLD TAFE] 
These are an extensive series of very low-level readers incorporating a wealth of basic 
information. Photographs accompany simple sentences on opposite page. Titles include 
Furniture and vegetables, clothes. They are highly relevant to new migrants. 

× AMES Real Life Readers 
A series of low level readers especially designed for ESL and literacy learners levels; each 
reader has low text density per page and is illustrated to assist comprehension.  
The back page contains a vocabulary list. 

× Sound English Readers 
These are high quality, simple reading materials that would be of interest to adults; the texts 
support learners as they learn the sounds used in Australian English and present spelling 
choices in a carefully structured, easy-to-follow manner. Each book includes detailed tutor 
notes.  

General topic books for shared reading 
These materials will generally fit in with the functional descriptors for the developing and routine 
levels and are marked with green and orange stickers. 

There are also a number of fiction and non-fiction books on various themes such as science, 
Australian fauna and general interest topics. While the reading level is more challenging for new 
English learners they contain excellent photos for conversational experiences etc.  

There is also a small collection of picture books and chapter books that can be used with primary 
and early secondary children who are developing fluency in English.  

IMPORTANT NOTE 

If you cannot get into the South Brisbane office you can source your local libraries for the ESL reading 
sets using their online catalogues or talk to your helpful librarian. 

Moreton Bay Region: https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/subsite.aspx?id=740 

Brisbane City Council: http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/libcatalogue 

Logan City Council: http://catalogue.logan.qld.gov.au/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile 

Till next time 

Rosemary Haworth  
Volunteer VoRTCS Librarian   

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/subsite.aspx?id=740
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/libcatalogue
http://catalogue.logan.qld.gov.au/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile


  

 

 

If you have any questions about the VoRTCS Newsletter or would like to include any information in 
future newsletters, please contact: 

Sandy Hang at Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au or Kristina Murphy at krissy025@hotmail.com 

Have you heard about Clemente?? 

The St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland is a proud partner in the delivery of the Clemente program based in 
South Brisbane. 

Clemente is a tuition-free, university accredited program designed to help build aspirations and confidence 
through education. The program is open to anyone over the age of 18 who has encountered trauma or setback 
in their lives.  There are very few requirements for enrolment into this program.  You do not need to have 
completed high school or have an excellent level of English.  You should however be able to write a paragraph 
and be able to read and critique a newspaper article. 

Through the program students get the opportunity to study a Certificate in Liberal Studies from the Australian 
Catholic University. The units offered in the Certificate are all Humanities subjects such as Literature, History, 
Art, Drama, Communication, Ethics, Media, Philosophy, Australian Studies, Politics, and Sociology. 

Semester 2, 2017 commences 10 August 2017 and enrolments are now open for new students.  The unit of 
study being offered in Semester 2, 2017 is PHIL102 Human Philosophy. 

If someone in your VoRTCS family might be interested in this program, or if you would like more information, 
please contact Brooke Laidlaw (07) 3010 1083 / clemente.info@svdpqld.org.au. 

 

WALK IN OUR SHOES YOUTH FESTIVAL 

The Walk in Our Shoes Youth Festival is a 
multicultural festival targeted at young people aged 
12 to 25, which celebrates the diversity and talents 
of young people living in the greater Brisbane area. 

This is an opportunity for young people to learn 
about the experiences of refugees and migrants 
around their age.  Attendees will be randomly 
matched into pairs and encouraged to share their 
stories during a walk around Yeronga Park. 

There is also the opportunity to participate in free 
workshops, Q&A style debate sessions and sporting 
activities, as well as enjoy live music and 
performances and food from around the world. 

If you think your family may be interested in 
attending the event and for more information see 
the Youth Voice Brisbane website:  
https://www.youthvoicebrisbane.com/  

mailto:Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au
mailto:krissy025@hotmail.com
mailto:clemente.info@svdpqld.org.au
https://www.youthvoicebrisbane.com/

