
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Key Dates 
for 2017 

Thursday 11 May �t 
Tutor Social Evening 

Friday 9 June �t 
LUMINOUS Lantern 

Parade 

Friday 30 June to 
Sunday 2 July �t Vinnies 

Kids Camp 

Sunday 8 October �t 
WELCOMEfest 

WELCOME TO 2017! 
New Year, new look! This is the new VoRTCS Connect newsletter, which will provide you 

with information on all things VoRTCS on a quarterly basis.  
Watch this space! 

 
!"#$%&'()"*+,+,+,+Sandy Hang, VoRTCS Program Coordinator 
We would like to introduce to you and welcome our new VoRTCS Program Coordinator, Sandy Hang, 
who joined our VoRTCS team at the beginning of December 2016.  

 Prior to joining VoRTCS and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Sandy worked for a number of years at TAFE Queensland English 
Language & Literacy Services (TELLS) where she was involved 
with volunteer programs and supporting migrants and refugees. 
Sandy has extensive experience in international business, 
marketing, administrative support and customer service and a 
strong passion for helping others and enriching the lives of 
refugees. 
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free to contact Sandy on (07) 3010 1069 or 
info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au as she would love to hear from you! 
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There are: 

active VoRTCS tutors 
VoRTCS refugees
active tutor groups 

As at 28 March 2017 

VoRTCS Committee Update 

Since last year the Committee has been 
working hard to develop a strategic 
plan for the organisation for the next 
three years.  

Strategic plans are important as they 
set the objectives and direction of what 
we want to achieve and where we want 
to go. 

�^�š���Ç���š�µ�v�������(�}�Œ���u�}�Œ�����]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�Y 

 

If you have any questions about the VoRTCS Newsletter or would like to 
include any information in future newsletters, please contact  
Sandy Hang at Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au or Kristina Murphy at 
krissy025@hotmail.com  
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¾ Have you checked out our online catalogue lately? You can find it at: 
http://vortcs.svdp.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/?mode=N 

¾ You can not only see what resources we have in our collection and reserve items; you can 
also use the websites search facility to check for online information about a specific topic. 
Just click on the websites search link at the top right of the welcome page. 

¾ Do you have families whose first language is S'gaw Karen, [Burma], Ma’di, [south Sudan], 
Kirundi, [Bantu] or Thok Nath (Nuer) [south Sudan and western Ethiopia]?  
We have some excellent Everyday Australian picture dictionary bi-lingual dictionaries 
published by Queensland TAFE English language centre that provide translations of 
hundreds of basic words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions) 
used in Australia.  
Photo copying is permitted for educational purposes allowing tutors to choose the parts 
they want for making flashcards and vocabulary/sentence sets to suit individual learners.  

¾ We also have an English version only of the Everyday Australian picture dictionary which is 
organised in the same way. 

If you cannot get into the VoRTCS library to borrow you may find copies of these books in your 
local council library. These libraries have copies that can be reserved: 

x Brisbane City Council Library 
https://library.brisbane.qld.gov.au/client/en_AU/eLibCat/search/results?qu=everyday+
australian+picture+dictionary&te=  

x Logan City Council Library  
https://logan.bibliocommons.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&t=smart&search_categor
y=keyword&q=Everyday+Australian+picture+dictionary.&searchOpt=catalogue    

Finally, we are always happy to have suggestions and feedback about the resources from our 
tutors.  

Please let us know if you have come across some useful resources that can be recommended to 
other tutors. We can also include them in our resources toolbox booklet when it is being updated. 

 

Till next time 

Rosemary Haworth  
Volunteer VoRTCS Librarian 
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  THE VORTCS TUTOR SOCIAL EVENING IS ON THURSDAY, 11 MAY 2017 

 
 

In the spotlight – Refugee Talent 
Refugee Talent is a social enterprise matching up refugee looking for work with companies offering 
work opportunities. Refugee Talent is working with more than 150 companies including 
government departments, corporates, small and medium-sized enterprises and start-ups and can 
provide resume assistance, workplace support and interview preparation.  
One of the success stories was recently profiled on SBS Small Business Secrets.  

While VoRTCS supports any efforts to help refugees establish themselves financially, we would like 
to point out that this opportunity will not be appropriate for all families. If you think a member of 
your tutor family has an appropriate level of skill and experience and would benefit from this 
opportunity and you would like to discuss further, please contact Sandy. 

http://refugeetalent.com/
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/sbs-small-business-secrets/article/2016/09/09/how-refugees-are-helping-businesses
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We love to hear your good news stories, and to start us off for 2017 we have a story from our President 
Sally Stubbington about her family and their success. 
 

Christine and I have been with the Htoo 
family (mum, dad and two kids) for three 
years, and during this time we have seen 
the family’s English skills improve and 
their confidence grow. In fact, their 
English has improved so much that at 
the end of last year Muey was awarded 
with a Most Improved Award for SOSE 
Education during her school’s End of 
Year Awards Ceremony. It was a brilliant 
night, and Christine and I could not have 
been more proud of Muey’s 
achievements. 
 
 This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families achieve their full 
potential. Please send in any of your good news stories – we would love to share them! 

 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST  
(TOP 10 COUNTRIES) 

Country of Origin 

Somalia 
Afghanistan 

Iraq 
Eritrea 
Congo 

Ethiopia 
Syria 

Myanmar 
Sudan 

Sri Lanka 
 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST  
(TOP 5 SUBURBS)  

EXISTING FAMILIES ON WAITLIST  
(TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South  

Suburbs 

North South 
Wavell Heights Inala  Keperra Inala 
Bracken Ridge Sunnybank  Zillmere Richlands 
N/A Acacia Ridge  N/A Kuraby 
N/A Durack  N/A Marsden 
N/A Redbank Plains  N/A Kingston 

 

Have you ever wondered where our 
VoRTCS families come from? To the 
right is a list of the top 10 countries of 
origin for our new referral families. 

Below are lists of the top 5 suburbs on 
the Northside and Southside of 
Brisbane where our new and existing 
families are based. 

If you are available to tutor in any of 
these suburbs, place contact Sandy. 


