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The MOSAIC Festival, hosted by Multicultural Development Australia 
(MDA), is a world music, dance and cultural spectactular celebrating 
the creative and rich talents of our diverse communities.  

Come join us at Roma Street Parklands on Sunday, 7 October 2018 
and experience world culture through international cuisine, music 
and dance performances. Vinnies/VoRTCS will have an information 
stall promoting our program with some fun children activities. We 
encourage you all to attend and participate in celebrating the many 
cultures that make up our vibrant and diverse community!  
 

Call for Stall Volunteers  
We are now seeking volunteers for the Vinnies/VoRTCS stall at the 
MOSAIC festival on Sunday, 7 October 2018. 
  
If you are able to help out on the day, please email Sandy at 
info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au and she will let you know what 
times/activities you can assist with. Thank you! 

 

mailto:info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au


  

 

 

 

 

 

Vinnies/VoRTCS 
Kids Camp 2018 

Kids Camp 2018 from 13 July to 15 July 
2018 (Luther Heights, Sunshine Coast) 
was a huge success. We had 10 
VoRTCS children attending and 11 
amazing VoRTCS volunteers assisting 
at camp. Our children and volunteers 
had a fantastic time! We are already 
looking forward to next year’s camp. 

Local Matters  
Competition at Grill’d 

 

VoRTCS participated in the Grill’d 
Local Matters competition which 
donates to 3 different local 
community groups, depending on 
their popularity with tokens placed in 
jars (tokens given to customers with 
every purchase). This August 
competition which we have entered 
combined all 3 CBD restaurants in 
QLD (Eagle St Pier, Albert St, and 
Wintergarden) with the potential to 
win some funds for the program. 
Thank you Grill’d and the local 
community for helping donate some 
funds to assist our VoRTCS program! 

VoRTCS Information Stalls at 
Volunteer Expos 

 

 
Photo: Program Coordinator (Sandy) & our VoRTCS stall at the 2018 QUT 
Skilled Volunteering Expo 

 

Our VoRTCS Program Coordinator, Sandy, attended the 
following volunteering expos to raise awareness for 
VoRTCS and recruit new volunteer tutors:  

 UQ Volunteers Expo on 8 August 2018  

 QUT Volunteering Expo on 5 September 2018 

We received lots of interest at both these events with a 
lot of new volunteers registering to become tutors which 
is great news as we have many families on the waitlist 
needing support.  

If you have any friends or family members interested in 
becoming a VoRTCS volunteer, please ask them to 
contact Sandy at info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Lions Club of Brisbane Macgregor –  
We’re the Community Grants Winner for August 2018! 

 

Photo: Program Coordinator (Sandy) & Lions Club of Brisbane MacGregor – President, Narelle Wyvill presenting VoRTCS the ‘big 
cheque’.  

 
A massive thank you to the Lions Club of Brisbane MacGregor who have very generously granted us 
$1000 as part of their Community Grants for August 2018.  

We are the very lucky and super happy recipients of this wonderful 'big cheque' which will be used 
to update our VoRTCS physical mini-library. We are planning to purchase more translated picture 
dictionaries, family-friendly English learning board games, flashcards and much more! More details 
to come once we have started making purchases to update our library. 

Thank you so much Lions Club of Brisbane Macgregor - we are so incredibly grateful!  

https://www.facebook.com/Lions-Club-of-Brisbane-MacGregor-AU-1502602123365529/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBysDzCZIQA_iCiY1eZv9A0tLmAoXrY2bXOVX8TzEAfeTX7ekNH8bJwjsOd-B1fMk20PQDU3NDDDJ_6VV-bJvoAzLCsXG4A-5w8_H96FsZOqX_lGqt2N5WgobimglPmAJBMWBNcn63c2jgnNLmX5tedGMch9YjzHt8i1WRzem4jTZC0qKtOwQ&__tn__=K-R


  

 

 

 

VoRTCS Library Update 

      Some Tips for Using Everyday Texts to Teach English 

 

Don’t discard all your junk mail. It can provide authentic speaking, reading and writing opportunities for your 
learners. 

 Use supermarket catalogues for learning the names of food item, prices, numbers, discount phrases, 

department store names and everyday shopping language.  

 Learners can cut up pictures and make lists for shopping, mini dictionaries etc. under categories such as 

fruit, vegetables meats. Develop a food pyramid using pictures and words. Opportunities may arise for 

incidental teaching of sounds of words, e.g. bl, ch, [making lists for example]. 

 Matching games can also be useful for reinforcing the vocabulary,  

 Speaking experiences could be developed around shopping activities followed up by _ 

 Reading and writing Simple sentences like I can buy ….. These can be extended to adding adjectives like 

hot, cold, large, and small. Over time you could help the learner construct a short story about shopping. 

 Menus are another way of introducing vocabulary.  

Many takeaway/restaurant businesses have their menus available online and can be printed.  

List making as above can add to their vocabulary. Simple sentences about what they might order for a 

meal can be constructed. 

 Look for flyers with illustrations and not too much text e.g. community fairs, football days, school 

events, information days. Use these to develop vocabulary and sentence construction e.g. I would like to 

go to the football match at the park. 

 Brochures from different community groups, water safety, health and safety, banks, can be used in a 

similar way. Such as: 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools/resources-primary-early-

childhood/posters1   

http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/content_common/pg-water-safety-colouring-in-posters.seo  

 Maps of the local area; use a street directory or google maps to print copies and introduce the 

vocabulary for the local area, Directional vocab like north, south, turn right, left, straight ahead, bus 

stops, train stations. Question and answers like: ‘Where is the station? / How far is it to…..? What is the 

next street? Where is the main road?  

This activity can be broadened to using an Atlas to locate neighbourhood in context of city and country. 

Where did I come from? I would like to visit…..etc.  

From VoRTCS Librarian, Rosemary Haworth. 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools/resources-primary-early-childhood/posters1
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools/resources-primary-early-childhood/posters1
http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/content_common/pg-water-safety-colouring-in-posters.seo


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

We currently have: 

[358] Active VoRTCS tutors 

[646] VoRTCS refugees  

[126] Active tutor groups 

We have [57] new families on our waitlist needing 
teams of tutors so if you know anyone interested 
in volunteering, now is the time to connect them 
with Sandy!  

As at June 2018 

Country Focus: Sri Lanka 

         

Many of our VoRTCS families come from Sri Lanka so here are some quick facts about the country:  

 Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon under British rule) is located off the south-east of India in the shape 
of a tear drop. The island is surrounded by the Laccadive Sea and the Bay of Bengal and is 
roughly the size of Tasmania yet has a population almost equal to the size of Australia (21 
million).  

 The main ethnic groups of Sri Lanka are the Sinhalese and the Tamils. The Sinhalese speak 
Sinhalese and are predominatley Buddhist. The Tamils speak Tamil are are mostly Hindu. 
Islam and Christianity are also prevalent religions. There are also Moors, Burghers, Malays, 
Chinese and the indigenous Vedda.  

 The cuisine of Sri Lanka varies according to the Sinhalese and Tamil. Popular dishes of the 
south include string hoppers which are like rice noodles forming the shape of small nests. 
Dosa is common in the north of the island and is a kind of flat bread or pancake made from 
ground and fermented basmati rice and urid dahl. You can try this dish at Vege Rama in the 
city.  
 

Upcoming Important Dates 

7th Oct 2018           MOSAIC Festival 

7th Oct 2018           Walk Together Event 

30th Nov 2018        End of Year Tutor Event 
 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Development Opportunities 

Migrants and Refugees in Education: A toolkit for teachers 

Find out how to help students dealing with trauma & Learn how to teach and support young people 

across the globe affected by violence, conflict or displacement. The British Council’s Language for 

Resilience programme highlights opportunities for teachers and learners to foster resilience in 

language classrooms across the world. 

You’ll learn about the patterns and impact of migration and displacement on learners in cross-

curricular settings.You’ll hear from teachers across the Middle East and North Africa about their 

experiences in working with migrants and refugees and practical strategies they have adopted to 

build inclusive classrooms. 

This is a free online course over the duration of 4 weeks, commencing on 29th October 2018. To find 

out more and to join this course, visit: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migrants-and-refugees-

in-education  

 

 
 

 

Walk Together for Awareness 
 

The Walk Together for Awareness event will be held on Sunday, 7 October 2018 from 8:00am at 

Captain Burke Park, Kangaroo Point. This is an opportunity to join other passionate people to launch 

Queensland Mental Health Week celebrations in Brisbane.  The 8th annual Walk for Awareness is 

Australia’s biggest charity walk dedicated to raising awareness about mental health and suicide 

prevention. 

The event removes ‘silence, stigma and shame’ that traditionally surrounds suicide and mental 

health.  It’s a festive environment that connects participants and encourages meaningful 

conversations reinforcing: 

 Without good mental health there is no health. 

 It’s not weak to ask for help if you are struggling. 

 It’s okay speak to a person if you suspect they’re experiencing mental health struggles or 

suicide thoughts. 

 Most suicides are preventable. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please visit: http://walkforawareness.org.au/ 
 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migrants-and-refugees-in-education
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migrants-and-refugees-in-education


  

 

 

 
 

 

VoRTCS Good News Story 

We love to share good news stories with you. Our VoRTCS Tutor Team tutoring the 
Hla family shares their story. 

Our team has had the very great honour of being able to assist the HLA family in their journey into 
Australian society. For the past 3 years, we have coached the whole family (now numbering 10 in 
total!) in English and assisting the children with their school work. Hlar Ghay is the head of this loving 
family. Originally from Karen state in Eastern Myanmar, Hlar received only a short two years of formal 
education and can read Karen language literature. Since being in Australia, Hlar and his wife Paw Tar 
Doh Hla have gained a practical, working knowledge of the English language and Hlar’s reading has 
come along in leaps and bounds.  
 
Hlar was forced to flee his childhood village. He relocated to another rural area with his uncle and 
cousins and became skilled in farming. He had many adventures with his cousin and even survived a 
bear attack! He experienced many things that are unthinkable to the average Australian, but this has 
forged his will to survive, and he instils this into his family. Due to the war-like situation in Myanmar, 
he spent many years wandering the beautiful hills of the Karen state. In 1997 he left Myanmar and 
went to a refugee camp populated mainly by Karen people in Kanchanburi province in Thailand. Here 
he worked as a gate keeper and made clay ovens which he sold, to help fund life in the camp. He also 
helped with growing food. It was here he met Paw and they married soon after. They spent 10 long 
years in the refugee camp and it was here that their first 3 children were born.  Life in these camps is 
unthinkable to many and survival was the main goal. In 2007 they were granted status to enter and 
live in Australia and they came to Brisbane and set up home. 
 
Their arrival in Australia came as quite a culture shock after the sparse and temporary conditions 
experienced in Thailand. However, they felt safe and were gratefully surprised at the opportunities 
afforded by becoming Australian residents.  
 
Five more children soon followed, totalling 10 all up. The whole family bolster each other and the 
elder children help with the younger. The house is always filled with laughter, talking and tears, and 
some of the tutoring nights are quite raucous! The eldest Paw is successfully studying Accounting at 
QUT.  Her intelligence and work ethic will one day become a leading light in their community. The 2 
elder boys Way and Klay are showing potential for further studies in which they will excel.  
 
Paw Hel Soe sought some work experience for the time between school and University. She secured a 
position within Virgin Australia Airlines, one morning a week, to gain some exposure to the Accounts 
department, giving her very relevant experience for her degree. She has also performed 
administration duties with VoRTCS, ably assisting Sandy and learning about office procedures and set 
up. 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Continued - VoRTCS Good News Story 
 
Our VoRTCS tutoring sessions concentrated on two main areas. Firstly, was the parents’ English reading and 
conversational skills, and secondly assisting the elder children with school homework and assignments.  The 
main recipient was Hlar on the parental front, as the younger children kept Paw Tar quite busy and tired. His 
progress has been great to see and his reading level is quite good. The inclusion of a Karen-English 
dictionary and an English Dictionary and Thesaurus has assisted in his vocabulary development. The elder 
children are bi-lingual (Karen and English, with Way learning Japanese as well!) and the younger children can 
understand some. All the children help each other which is also a credit to Hlar’s influence.   
 
This family is so full of love and they are always thankful that they have been given the greatest gift of all, a 
life without fear and filled with opportunities unthinkable in the past such as our VoRTCS tutoring sessions! 
 

 

Photo: Parents, Hla Family 2018 

 

This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families 
achieve their full potential. Please send in any of your good news stories to 
info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au, we would love to share them!  

mailto:info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the VoRTCS Newsletter or would like to include 

any information in future newsletters, please contact VoRTCS Program 

Coordinator, Sandy Hang at Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au 
 

mailto:Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au

