
  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the mid-year issue of VoRTCS CONNECT for 2018! 
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The VoRTCS/Vinnies team participated in MDA’s Luminous Lantern 
Parade at South Bank on Friday, 8th June 2018. Attended by over 
15,000 people each year, the Luminous Lantern Parade is 
Queensland’s largest event welcoming new Queenslanders, 
including refugees, international students, people seeking asylum 
and migrants. The parade features colourful lanterns held by 
representatives from government, council, community groups and 
the broader Brisbane community in celebration of our State’s 
wonderful cultural diversity. The VoRTCS/Vinnies team carried the 
‘djembe’ lantern – a goblet shaped drum played with bare hands 
originating from West Africa. Following the spectacular parade, in 
celebration of Volunteer Week 2018, we all gathered together at 
our VoRTCS Community Social Dinner at Mucho Mexicano, a local 
restaurant in South Bank where our volunteers, staff and committee 
members joined together for delicious food and interesting 
conversation. We all had a lovely night and look forward to being a 
part of this meaningful event again next year! 

 

Photo: VoRTCS/Vinnies Team at the Luminous Lantern Parade 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

We currently have: 

[356] Active VoRTCS tutors 

[640] VoRTCS refugees  

[126] Active tutor groups 

We have [62] new families on our waitlist needing 
teams of tutors so if you know anyone interested 
in volunteering, now is the time to connect them 
with Sandy!  

As at June 2018 

VoRTCS Tutor Survey Update 

VoRTCS greatly appreciates your time in 
completing the biannual VoRTCS Tutor survey as 
this valuable information shows us what is 
working well, what can be improved, the 
successes and challenges you experience during 
your tutoring sessions and how your tutoring 
family is progressing. Thank you to those who 
have already completed the survey. For those 
that haven’t, we have extended the completion 
date to Monday, 16th July 2018.  

 

CALL FOR VoRTCS TUTOR TRAINERS FOR 2018/2019 

Are you interested in being a VoRTCS Tutor Trainer?  

Jenny, our Training Team Leader, is seeking nominations from anyone interested in training our new 
intake of tutors at our VoRTCS Family Tutor Training & Information sessions which are held monthly in 
2018 and 2019. 

Why should you be a part of the VoRTCS Training Team? 
 You get to collaborate with a group of lovely, experienced tutors 

 You get to share your knowledge with potential new tutors 

 You gain experience in presenting 

 This will be great experience to list when you are seeking employment, volunteer positions 

etc. 

 What would your involvement be as a Tutor Trainer? 
The commitment is only to present as part of a team 3-4 Saturdays a year! You will not need prior 
experience as training on the VoRTCS presentations will be given to you before you commence. 

To be eligible, you should: 

 Have a minimum of 6 months experience in tutoring a VoRTCS family 
 Have the ability to work well in a team 

 Have clear communication skills and a passion in presenting 

 

If this sounds like you, we would love to have you on the Training Team! For more information and to 
apply, please contact Jenny via email at jenharl62@hotmail.com (please also 
Cc info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au) 

 

 

 

mailto:jenharl62@hotmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

Queensland Multicultural Month August 2018 

Queensland Multicultural Month – the state’s largest multicultural celebration – is held in the month 
of August each year. 

Queensland is a multicultural success story and the month presents an opportunity to showcase and 
celebrate our unique diversity and its benefits. People from across the state join together to perform, 
share, taste, listen, learn and acknowledge that, while we may come from different cultures, we all 
love living in Queensland. 

This year we will acknowledge the enormous benefits multiculturalism offers Queensland’s culture 
and prosperity through the following weekly themes. For more information please visit: 
https://www.dlgrma.qld.gov.au/multicultural-month/about.html. 

 

Country Focus: Myanmar 

Many of our VoRTCS families come from Myanmar. Here are some quick facts about Myanmar:  
 Myanmar (formerly Burma), is in south-east Asia bordering India and Bangladesh to the west, 

China to the north and Laos and Thailand to the east.  
 There are more than 100 ethnic groups in Myanmar and languages spoken include Myanmar 

(Burmese) and its dialects, as well as approximately 100 other languages. 
 Myanmar is a predominately Buddhist country. 
 The currency is Myanmar is ‘Kyat’. 
 The estimated population is 53 million people. 
 Parliament elected U Win Myint as president in March 2018, replacing U Htin Kyaw. 
 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimates that there are an 

estimated 1.3 million stateless and internally displaced people in Myanmar.  

 

https://www.dlgrma.qld.gov.au/multicultural-month/about.html
http://reporting.unhcr.org/population


  

 

 

 

VoRTCS Good News Story  

 

We love to share good news stories with you. Our VoRTCS Tutor Team tutoring the Shiknour family 
shares their story. 
 
We first met our family of three in early-2017 and have built a strong bond over the past year. Our mentorship 
focuses on assisting the parents, Dahab and Idris, who are originally from Eritrea and have not had any form of 
prior education. Dahab and Idris moved to Sudan where they raised their family, including their 18-year old 
son, Yassin. The rest of their family has remained in Sudan whilst Idris, Dahab and Yassin, moved to Australia. 
Despite the distance and the lifestyle and cultural changes, they remain a very close-knit family who are 
remarkably positive about life and love their new home and community in Australia.  

The family have made many friends in the Brisbane Eritrean community and we often find ourselves being 
introduced and sharing stories, over the smell of freshly-ground coffee.  

Yassin has been accepted into high school and is a keen learner, always eager to put more time into his 
studies. Idris and Dahab have attended some TAFE conversation classes and continue to have a strong desire 
to learn more—we often struggle to get Idris’ nose out of a book! Yassin will often translate words when his 
parents are unsure and it shows that no matter the task, the family are in this together and that it’s a team 
effort.  

Personally, we have gained so much from the tutor experience—learning about their custom and culture—
which we would not have had the opportunity to learn otherwise. Initially, we were all nervous, as neither us, 
as the mentors, or the family had been involved in a similar program previously. Now, our weekly catch-ups 
are something we all look forward to and enjoy immensely. At times, we feel like we aren’t doing enough or 
things aren’t progressing quickly, but given the change and their faces still light up when they see us and they 
are so grateful for the one to two hours that we spend with them. Normally, we walk away from a tutoring 
night which typically ends with tea, and bouts of laughter as Ashleigh attempts the Arabic language, it is clear 
they truly appreciate and enjoy the weekly catch ups – and that feeling is mutual! Participating in the VoRTCS 
program has been an invaluable experience. ~Chats, Vic & Ash 

This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families achieve their full 
potential. Please send in any of your good news stories, we would love to share them!  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Free Support for Eligible VET Students 

 

If you have eligible young people in the family that you tutor, below is a program that they might be 
interested in.  
 
Support for VET Students is a new program in Brisbane available through Marist180 to support 
students who are at risk of disengaging from post-secondary Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) studies.  

The objectives of the service include:  

 Improve engagement and attendance  

 Increase educational completion 

 Assistance in the pursuit of employment 

 Improved social connection and support networks 
 

Students eligible for the SVS program must be:  

 aged between 17 to 24 years old  

 are enrolled in a VET course (Certificate 1 to Diploma level) – this must be a post school 
qualification  

 are Australian citizen, or permanent resident, or hold a temporary protection visa  

 have support needs that are interfering with their course completion  

 the student must be completing their VET qualification by May 2019.  
 
The program is fully funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services and there 
is no cost to the training organisation or the student to access these services. 

For more information, please contact: 
Mia Cousens: 0428 319 479 / mia.cousens@m180.org.au or  
Andrew Price: 0425 265 063 / andrew.price@m180.org.au 

 
 

mailto:mia.cousens@m180.org.au
mailto:andrew.price@m180.org.au


  

 

 

 

VoRTCS Library Update 
 

       

Our VoRTCS Library has recently received a very generous donation from Australian author Pat 
Clarke of her children’s book The Magic Forest of Goonoo. She has given us 20 copies for tutors to 
use in their tutoring sessions. 
 
Synopsis:  
Magpie Maggie to the rescue. When Maggie Magpie alerts the native wildlife of the Goonoo Forest 
to the presence of trappers in their midst, the whole forest is in an uproar. What can they do? 
Where can they hide? The animals of the forest worked together to save their friends and their 
home. A beautifully illustrated book The Magic Forest, Goonoo highlights the need to keep 
Australian Fauna safe and inhabiting the Forests of Australia for children now and many years to 
come. The text has a message of friendship, community and together small ideas can become a big 
plan to stop the poachers of the Forest.   

This is a book that can be shared with all the family. While there are some challenges in the text 
for beginning English learners tutors can use multiple copies of the book for shared reading and 
discussion and development of vocabulary etc. There is a glossary of fauna terms at the back and a 
map of the location of Goonoo State Conservation area which tutors might like to explore further 
with families using an atlas.  

-VoRTCS Librarian, Rosemary Haworth. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the VoRTCS Newsletter or would like to include 

any information in future newsletters, please contact VoRTCS Program 

Coordinator, Sandy Hang at Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au 
 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 

13-15th July 2018    Vinnies/VoRTCS Kids Camp 
16th July 2018          Final Deadline VoRTCS Tutor Survey 
7th October 2018    MOSAIC Festival 

 

mailto:Sandy.Hang@svdpqld.org.au

