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DID YOU KNOW??? 
There are: 

active VoRTCS tutors 

VoRTCS refugees

active tutor groups 
As at 17 December 2018 

VoRTCS and St Vincent de Paul Society 
Queensland would like to wish you all a magical 
Christmas and Happy New Year! Thank you for 
all your hard work and dedication this year in 
supporting our inspirational refugee families – 
together we are changing lives. 

Some of our amazing achievements in 2018: 

 646 refugees were tutored by 364 tutors, 
totalling 131 refugee families/teams 

 256 new volunteers were trained, 
screened and matched to families 

 Our VoRTCS families come from all over 
the world including Somalia, Afghanistan, 
Eritrea, Myanmar, Syria, Iraq, Iran, 
Liberia, Tigrinya, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, 
Sudan, Democratic People’s Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Laos, Nepal etc.  
 

Have a safe, relaxing & fun break – we look 
forward to continuing our terrific work together in 
2019~ 



  

 

  

VoRTCS End of Year 
Christmas Event 

 

 

Photo: VoRTCS Committee, Coordinator, Tutors and 
Vinnies staff at the end of year VoRTCS Xmas Party. 

 

We had our VoRTCS End of Year Christmas Party 
on Friday, 30th November 2018 at the Vinnies 
State Office. It was a very special night filled 
with chatting, laughter, an inspirational refugee 
movie ‘The Staging Post’, great company and 
lots of food, drinks and Christmas cheer. We 
appreciate all that you give VoRTCS, your teams 
and tutoring families ... it's been an amazing 
2018 because of the incredible work that YOU 
do and we are very excited for what 2019 will 
bring VoRTCS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: VoRTCS Committee & Volunteers, 

VoRTCS Stall at Mosaic Festival 2018 
 

On 7th October 2018, Multicultural Development Australia 
hosted the Mosaic Multicultural Festival at Roma Street 
Parklands. This festival was a world music, dance and cultural 
extravaganza celebrating the creative and rich talents of our 
diverse communities. In experiencing world culture through 
international cuisine, music, dance performances, and youth 
activities, the festival showcased many world cultures being 
united in one community. VoRTCS held an information stall at 
this festival to promote the wonderful work that the Society is 
involved in, with a focus on connecting with the multicultural 
community and finding new volunteers to join the program. 
We also featured some fun activities at our stall where children 
had lots of fun decorating an assortment of masquerade 
masks.  A big thank you to our Committee Members, Vinnies 
office staff and our wonderful VoRTCS tutors who volunteered 
at the stall – we all had a very fun day! 
 

 
Photos: VoRTCS stall at the MOSAIC Festival 2018.  
(From top left to right)  Image 1: Committee President, Program 
Coordinator & wonderful VoRTCS volunteers setting up the stall. 
Image 2: Fun activities on the day being enjoyed by all. 
Image 3: Our masquerade mask theme was an absolute hit! 
Image 4: Lots of people were interested to hear about our wonderful 
program! 
 

 

Give the Gift of VoRTCS! 
 

As VoRTCS continues to grow and improve, we 
need to make sure that we have enough 
enthusiatic and committed volunteers to ensure 
we can support all the refugee families referred 
to VoRTCS. 
 
Please encourage your friends, families and 
colleagues that may be interested in becoming 
volunteer tutors to contact our VoRTCS Program 
Coordinator, Sandy at 
info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au. Give the gift of 
VoRTCS this festive season! 
 

mailto:info.vortcs@svdpqld.org.au


  

 

   

Re-Engage with Community and Re-Connect with Learning through the 
Vinnies Clemente Program! 

If one of the members of your tutoring family is: 

 Over 18 years of age 

 Willing to learn 

 Able to commit to a 12 week program 

 Able to read and discuss a newspaper? 
 

Then the Clemente program could be for them! 

Clemente is a university level course delivered at no cost to the student. Clemente is designed to enable individuals 
who have experienced multiple disadvantages to complete a university course in a supportive and flexible 
environment. Learning Partners will support the student’s learning and guide them through their study.  

Applications are now open for Semester 1 of Clemente South Brisbane 2019! With an outstanding 5 students 
graduating from the program in 2018, we have several vacancies for new students to join the program. 

We are excited to advise that the Clemente subject being offered in Semester 1 2019 is: 
HUMA 112 Bodies, Thinking and Feeling 
The unit examines ideas and issues about bodies, sex and gender in the contexts of childhood, adolescence, 
relationships, parenthood, families and communities. Physical and social environmental factors that impact on mind 
and body are also discussed. 
 
Applications for the program close on the 19th of January 2019. 

If you have any additional questions or want more information please contact Hayden Kelly on (07) 3010 1044 or 
Brooke Laidlaw on (07) 3010 1083. 
 

 

  

Host or be a part of a Welcome Dinner! 
The Welcome Dinner Project is an initial platform to spark 
connection between people who are new to Australia with 
established community members over a shared meal in 
someone’s home or a trusted community space. Everyone brings a 
plate of food to share and highly skilled volunteer facilitators 
encourage guests to share the story of their food and other areas 
they may have in common, throughout the dinner. These events 
are powerful ways to build trust, belonging and connection 
between people and break through cultural, social and other 
barriers, in the sharing of food and stories. To find out more about 
how you can be involved or include your VoRTCS family at the 
next Welcome Dinner in Brisbane in 2019, please visit: 
https://welcomedinnerproject.org/ or search for The Welcome 
Dinner Project – QLD on Facebook. 
 

 

 

https://welcomedinnerproject.org/


  

 

 

VoRTCS Good News Story: The Ghorbani-Roudposht Family 
 

We love to share good news stories with you. The tutor team helping the Ghorbani-Roudposht 
family shares their VoRTCS experience. 
 
Our VoRTCS team consists of three members, Kav, Jamie, and Grace. We are a well-rounded team who differ in age, 
area of study, and experience, with each of us finding a way to contribute consistently.  
 
Kav was motivated to be involved in the VoRTCS program after emigrating to Australia himself as a child, and wanted to 
share what he had learned from his experience, all while immersing himself in the local community. Jamie became 
interested in the program through his work with foreign students as a university lecturer. He wondered how 
immigrants manage to move to a new country where English is not their native language and realised how hard that 
transition must be for many. He recognised how important it is for people to know English to complete everyday tasks, 
and wanted to be involved in a program which supported English language learning. Grace, having moved from the U.S. 
to Australia, wanted to be more connected to the Brisbane community. As a young woman who was studying 
psychology and someone who had consistently been involved in volunteer work prior to moving, she wanted to give 
back to a cause she was passionate about. Hence, for all of us, the VoRTCS program was a perfect fit. 
 
Together, we started working with the Ghorbani-Roudposht family in September 2016. The family of four (mum 
Boshra, dad Hassan, and two boys Taha and Tiam) are from Iran originally, and had lived in Australia for nearly two 
years prior to us beginning our volunteer sessions. Before leaving Iran, both parents were working, with the father 
being based in the automotive industry. 
  
The work we do with the family differs week to week and varies based on the needs of the family and what has 
become a priority at the time. Our average day with the family includes a general catch up, discussion and problem 
solving around any manner of issues, homework-help with the eldest son Taha, and playing games which assist in 
English language learning (the family particularly enjoys hangman and scrabble junior). Most recently, Taha was given a 
school assignment to select, memorise, and then recite a poem to his class. We assisted by helping him select and 
practice the poem, correct pronunciation where necessary, and encouraged his idea to add in a joke at the end to get 
the class and teacher laughing. The work that we do with the family is truly rewarding and always involves a laugh.   
  
The family has embraced everything Australia has to offer. They regularly take off on camping trips with friends and 
enjoy going on road-trips to explore different regions of Australia. We enjoy combing through AirBnB together and 
suggest new areas within the Brisbane area for them to sightsee. The family is quite keen to find a tree-house in the 
Australian hinterland for their next holiday.   
  
Over the two years, the family has progressed tremendously. The parents’ English skills have grown considerably. 
Hassan excels at spoken English and now works as a barber, whilst Boshra enjoys written English and is working as a 
cake maker and decorator. Both boys are doing well at school.  
 
Adjusting to Australian life can be hard under even the simplest of circumstances, however the perseverance, courage, 
and togetherness that the family exudes is extraordinary when we consider how they came to be new Australians. They 
are certainly an inspiration to the three of us.  



  

 
 

VoRTCS Good News Story…continued 

 

This is just one example of how the work of our volunteers can help our families achieve their full potential. Please 
send in any of your good news stories, we would love to share them!  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Focus: Liberia  
Many of our VoRTCS families have come from Liberia. Here are some fast facts: 

 Liberia is a West African nation which is bordered 
the North Atlantic Ocean and is between Sierra 
Leone and Cote d’Ivoire. 

 The population of 4.7 million is 85% Christian and 
made up of ethnic groups including the Kpelle, 
Bassa, Grebo, Gio and Mano people. 

 The official language is English, however; there 
are over 20 indigenous languages are spoken. 

 Liberia is 171 years old but it has one of the 
youngest populations in the world, with the 
average age of its citizens at 17.9. 

 The president is George Weah, a former 
professional soccer player who was named FIFA 
World Player of the Year in 1995. 

 The endangered and mysterious pygmy 
hippopotamus is primarily found in Liberia.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

Bracken Ridge Inala 

Wavell Heights Sunnybank 

Brendale Durack 

Bray Park Redbank Plains 

Chermside Richlands 
 

EXISTING FAMILIES ON WAITLIST (TOP 5 SUBURBS) 

Suburbs 

North South 

Zillmere Mt Gravatt 

Brendale Moorooka 

Stafford Heights Slacks Creek 

Bray Park Sunnybank Hills 

Keperra Inala 
 

Our VoRTCS families come from many different 
countries around the world – to the right is a list of 
the top 10 countries for new referrals on the waitlist 
(and represented on a map of the world below!) 

 

NEW REFERRALS ON WAITLIST 
(TOP 10 COUNTRIES) 

Country 
of Origin 

Somalia 

Afghanistan 

Eritrea 

Myanmar 

Syria 

Iran 

Ethiopia 

Iran 

Tigrinya 

Karen 

 



  

 
 

VoRTCS Libary Update  
Please note that the VoRTCS Library will be closed from the 14/12/2018 and reopen on 22/01/2019. 

 

Here are some ideas for celebrating Christmas and/or the holidays with your families. 

         
 

1. Why not make a classic Christmas fruit salad recipe together while introducing new vocabulary.  
Make and print a simple set of instructions for Ingredients and method using something like this incorporating your 
own choices https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Simple-Fruit-Salad-Recipe.pdf  
Make some follow up activities [after enjoying the ‘fruits’ of your preparations of course! 

 Incorporate vocabulary activities such as matching words and pictures for fruit.  You can find plenty of 
pictures of fruit in your local supermarket brochures and of course matching words with the real fruit 

 Make a list of vocabulary for the actions chopping, slicing, peeling mixing, serving, tasting, eating   

 Include vocab for implements used – knife, spoon bowl etc. and of course expressions yummy, sweet, sour, 
juicy and so on.  
 

2. Have a discussion about your family’s favourite celebrations and how they celebrate: 

 Make a table of facts.  For example: 
 

Name of family 
member 

Celebration occasion Favourite food Favourite things to 
do 

    

    

 3. As many families may be heading off to the beach or pool this summer take time also to make families aware of 
water safety issues. Here are several sites from which information can be downloaded: 

 A complete teaching unit on Beach Safety and beach culture [from Smith Family resources can be found 

here Includes information about safety signs and rip currents etc. 

https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/~/media/files/home-tutor-scheme/culture/home-tutor-scheme-

lesoon-plan-beach%20Safety-day.ashx?la=en  

 Aqua Quiz: Be active in the water! 

http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/SiteMedia/w3svc739/Uploads/Documents/Aqua%20Quiz%202010_L

R%20Final.pdf  

CLICK on the links below to download and print Water Safety Colouring-In Posters! 

http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/content_common/pg-water-safety-colouring-in-posters.seo 

 the Surf Lifesaving Association has suitable posters and videos on their website 

http://www.surflifesaving.com.au/beach-safety  

Happy Christmas to all and best wishes for 2019! From Rosemary, VoRTCS Volunteer Librarian 

 

 

 
 

https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Simple-Fruit-Salad-Recipe.pdf
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/~/media/files/home-tutor-scheme/culture/home-tutor-scheme-lesoon-plan-beach%20Safety-day.ashx?la=en
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/~/media/files/home-tutor-scheme/culture/home-tutor-scheme-lesoon-plan-beach%20Safety-day.ashx?la=en
http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/SiteMedia/w3svc739/Uploads/Documents/Aqua%20Quiz%202010_LR%20Final.pdf
http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/SiteMedia/w3svc739/Uploads/Documents/Aqua%20Quiz%202010_LR%20Final.pdf
http://www.swimandsurvive.com.au/content_common/pg-water-safety-colouring-in-posters.seo
http://www.surflifesaving.com.au/beach-safety

